CHAPTER  XIII
AN AVALANCHE
Another great feat of mountaineering had
been performed, another record established ; but
Everest was still unconquered. That was the
brutal fact that had now to be faced. Everest
was stiH unconquered and the Expedition was
almost exhausted. There were no reserves avail-
able. The best mountaineers had already made
their effort. And men can hardly make two efforts
on Everest in the same season. StiH the climbers
were not even yet prepared to accept defeat.
They would go on till they were definitely turned
back. This was their attitude as they lay at the
Base Camp recuperating.
Somervell was on the whole the fittest. Mallory
was suffering from a slight frost-bite, and his heart
was to a small extent affected. Norton also was
frost-bitten and weakened in the heart. And
Morshead was in constant pain from frost-bite
and there was great risk of his losing his fingers.
These two last would certainly have to go back
without any possible delay to Sikkim. And when
Finch and Geoffrey Bruce arrived at the Base
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